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Cast:





1. Master of Ceremonies: RI Representative Joseph McNamara, dressed in Colonial suit.





2. Historical Commentator: RI Supreme Court Chief Justice Frank Williams, dressed in modern suit or judicial robe





3. RI Lieutenant Governor Darius Sessions (played by Brian Sessions, Dressed in well-healed colonial suit.): To be indicted.





4. John Andrews, Esq., Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty within the Colony of Rhode Island (Played by John Currier. Dressed in opulent admiralty blue Royal Navy uniform with powdered wig): To formally indict Sessions.





5. Sarah Sessions (Played by Brooke Souza.  Dressed in Colonial housewife style):  45 year old Doting, buxomy wife of Darius Sessions.





6. Royal Marines [1 & 2] (Played by TBA two Pawtuxet Rangers in redcoats): Sent to assist Judge Andrews in enforcing British Vice-Admiralty justice in Rhode Island.





7. Crowd of Rhode Island colonists (Played by assorted Gaspee Days Committee members in colonial dress): Carrying protest signs:





8. Props:


Protest signs, 3 or 4 (these are all done, Concannon to bring)


Local Trial by Peers!


Sessions is our man!


The Gaspee deserved it!


The King is a Fink!


Chains with lock for Sessions (Sessions to bring)


Parchment scroll from which Currier reads indictments (actually includes his script lines). (Currier to bring)


Parchment scroll to which Sessions shows the Charter of RI by King Charles II. (actually includes his script lines). (Sessions to bring)


�
2002 State of Rhode Island Official Proclamation of Gaspee Days





Opening Remarks and Proclamation


by RI Rep. Joseph McNamara





Historical Overview of the Gaspee Affair and the role of


Lt. Gov. Sessions


by RI Supreme Court Chief Justice Frank Williams





The Indictment of Lt. Gov. Darius Sessions





Scene: Summer of 1773 in the City of Providence, where Darius Sessions sat as Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island from 1769-1775. Sessions was a Yale-educated, politically-connected, and well respected import merchant. While Lieutenant Governor, he so interfered with the British-appointed Commission of Inquiry into the burning of the HMS Gaspee by Rhode Island citizens, that no discovery of the perpetrators was possible. His legal (and illegal) maneuverings saved the necks of those involved in the raid, while probably saving the charter of Rhode Island from being revoked by King George III as well. The RI Charter had been granted by the earlier, King Charles II in 1663 granting great autonomy and freedom when compared to other American colonies. The British government deeply resented the independent air of the people of Rhode Island, and would most likely have cracked down on the Colony had their attentions not been split elsewhere.





To correct this historical oversight today, Lt. Gov. Sessions is to be indicted by a British Admiralty Judge for acts of conspiracy to obstruct justice, perjury, witness tampering, treason, and other high crimes and misdemeanors. The result of this indictment would be to have Sessions shipped off to England for trial, since the British government was very distrustful that a local trial in Rhode Island could possibly result in a conviction. If found guilty of treason in London, the punishment for Sessions would likely be hanging, followed by being drawn-and-quartered, followed by beheading, all in a public spectacle. This prospect of a person being shipped off to England for trial (as were to be any discovered Gaspee attackers), rather than given a trial locally by peers, alarmed the Americans greatly and led directly to the formation of the permanent Committees of Correspondence amongst the Colonies.  It was this single unifying action that began the movement towards American independence.





More info available:





Biography of Lt. Gov. Darius Sessions: http://www.gaspee.org/SessionsBio.htm


Gaspee Days Committee: http://www.gaspee.COM


Gaspee Virtual Archives: http://www.gaspee.ORG


RI Judiciary: http://courts.state.ri.us


Pawtuxet Rangers: http://members.aol.com/revwarman/index.html


�
McNamara: 


Welcoming remarks, off-the-cuff:


Officially proclaiming on behalf of the State of Rhode Island the opening of the Gaspee Days Celebrations. 


Gaspee Days Committee for 37 years since 1966. 


The Gaspee Days Committee is a civic-minded nonprofit organization that runs a list of many varied community events, including the famous Gaspee Days Parade each June. 


These events are all designed to commemorate the burning of the hated British revenue schooner, HMS Gaspee, by Rhode Island patriots in 1772 as a proximate cause of the American Revolution. 


This year's Gaspee Days Annual Arts & Crafts Festival to be held Memorial Day Weekend.


And the Gaspee Days Parade on Saturday June 8th at 10 am.  


Many other Gaspee celebrations and events (holds up brochure of Gaspee Events).


Brief introduction to Chief Justice Frank Williams who will give the historical commentary on the Gaspee Affair, explain why we're indicting former Lieutenant Governor Darius Sessions, and to have a little fun with history.





Williams: 


Thank yous and salutations.  


Brief description of why RI citizens resented and, ultimately, attacked the Gaspee


Overview of the role of Darius Sessions in obstructing the Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Gaspee Affair. 


How Sessions went on to be a patriot in charge of RI defense preparedness prior to the Revolution, supporting America's cause, and opening his estate home to George Washington and others as a strategic meeting place for high-ranking American officers during the Revolution.


By pleading guilty to the Admiralty Judge's accusations, Lt. Gov. Darius Sessions will be acknowledged as a patriot to the cause of American independence.


Introduces British Admiralty Judge Andrews to indict Sessions for his crimes against the Crown.


Cues the start of the skit: 


�
Royal Marine 1: HEAR YE, HEAR YE, THE court of Vice-Admiralty within the Colony of Rhode Island IS HEREBY IN SESSION, JUSTICE John Andrews, Presiding!"





Andrews:  (Andrews, considering himself superior to Williams in position under the Crown of King George, ignores platitudes from the Chief Justice and proceeds to step forward.  He carries a haughty, condescending attitude).


Andrews:  BRING THE ACCUSED FORWARD!





(Darius Sessions, in chains, is accompanied by his wife, Sarah. Both are flanked to either side by each of the two Royal Marines. Sarah Sessions stands behind Darius, doting over him. Further back is a crowd of Rhode Island colonists all vocally supportive of Sessions, holding protest signs, and making the occasional insulting remark at the judge.)





Andrews: (looks at Darius with disdain) AND WHAT IS THIS? 





Darius Sessions: I AM LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DARIUS SESSIONS OF THE COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.





Andrews:  WELL MISTER SESSIONS, IT IS no wonder that aN  admiralty court judge HAS been tasked with handing down these indictments.  iF YOU, SIR!, ARE AN EXAMPLE OF THIS COLONY'S GOVERNMENT THEN The whole OF IT is A DEN OF TREASONOUS PIRATES incapable of ALLEGIANCE to the crown.





(Nonetheless, Andrews proceeds to open a large parchment scroll from which he reads the charges against Sessions.)





Darius Sessions, Lieutenant Governor of the so-called Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, you, as a King's subject, are hereby charged with the following treasonous crimes against His Majesty, King George the Third. 





TO WIT:





First; you did OPENLY conspire with the known revolutionary, Samuel Adams, with Rhode Island Chief Justice Stephen Hopkins, and with others to obstruct justice by perjuring yourself, and causing others to do the same, by giving false testimony before the royal Commission investigatING the destruction of His Majesty's Schooner, Gaspee.  





Second, you created false testimony against the claims of the Crown's star witness, one slave Aaron Briggs, who had given the names of certain Rhode Island scum that had attacked H.M.S. Gaspee.





Third, you also created false testimony against the claims of one Stephen Gulley, who also gave out the names of the attackers.





Fourth, you organized a campaign to threaten bodily harm and other reprisals against those loyal subjects who were willing to testify before the Commission of Inquiry.





Fifth, you gave excuses to OTHER witnesses called to testify before the Commission, causing them not to appear.





In short, you ROGUE, you are accused of so interfering with the mechanisms of the Royal Commission of Inquiry that you effectively prevented discoverY OF those traitorous Rhode Island scum that attacked    H.M.S. Gaspee, grievously woundING her commander, Lieutenant Dudingston, and blew His Majesty's Ship to smithereens! 





Now, MISTER SESSIONS, how plead you?!





Darius Sessions: I am guilty as charged! (Shakes his chains)





Sarah Sessions: (interrupts) Oh, woe is me! Surely, you can't leave his loving wife and ten children fatherless?!





Andrews:  SURELY, I CAN! AND WILL MADAM!  your guilty plea WILL BE ENTERED INTO THE RECORD for all posterity! 





Sarah Sessions: MAY A POX BE UPON YOU, SIR, AND YOUR DAMNED REDCOAT MARINES! 





Andrews:  MADAM, MIND YOUR TONGUE! WHAT A SHRILL CRONE!





Darius Sessions: SIR, YOUR COURT HATH NO VENUE HERE. UNDER THE CHARTER GRANTED BY KING CHARLES THE SECOND TO OUR COLONY'S FOUNDER, ROGER WILLIAMS, (holds up scroll of the Charter) THE PEOPLE OF RHODE ISLAND HAVE BEEN GRANTED THE RIGHT TO TAKE INTO THEIR OWN HANDS ALL MATTERS OF JUSTICE WITHIN THE COLONY. WE, AS ENGLISHMEN, INSIST ON THE RIGHT OF PERSONS ACCUSED TO BE TRIED LOCALLY, AND BY A JURY OF PEERS, NOT TO BE SHIPPED OFF TO A FOREIGN LAND FOR TRIAL. THESE PROCEEDINGS ARE BUT THOSE OF A KANGAROO COURT, WITH NO AUTHORITY WITHIN OUR BOUNDARIES.





Andrews:  I take it, then SIR, that you are saying I cannot HAVE YOU shipPED OFF to London to be hung, drawn-and-quartered as a traitor to HIS MAJESTY the King? How insolent of you!  Surely, this rogue ISLAND colony will lead revolution against the CROWN! marines, take the prisoner away!





Darius Sessions:  (Cusses loudly while being led away in the arms of the Royal Marines.)





RI Colonists: (Without fighting, block the Marines, release Sessions from his chains, and cheer.)





The End of Skit





McNamara:  Thanks cast in order.


Members of the Gaspee Days Committee (members bow).


Royal Marines 1 & 2: Played by To Be Cast, members of the Pawtuxet Rangers, Rhode Island Militia (both give salute).


Sarah Sessions: Played by Brooke Souza from Warwick's Pilgrim High School (curtsies).


Vice-Admiralty Justice John Andrews:  Played by John Currier, fellow member of the Pawtuxet Rangers and Official Archivist for the City of Warwick (Currier gives a condescending sneer, then bows)


Lieutenant Governor Darius Sessions, gladly no longer an unindicted co-conspirator, but now officially indicted: Played by Brian Sessions from Warwick, an eighth-generation descendant of Darius, and a fellow member of the Gaspee Days Committee. (Sessions rattles his chains and gives a V for victory)





McNamara: 


Thanks everyone for attending.


Please pick up a copy of the Gaspee Days brochure


More info always available on the Gaspee Days Committee web sites at www.gaspee.com


Press kits are available, and


Professor Richard Deasy (pronounced Daisy), of the Providence College Department of History, and our foremost Gaspee scholar, will be available for interviews (Deasy stands and waves as he is acknowledged)





